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Since the victory of Aung San Suu Kyi in the partial elections of April 1st 2012, a sense of 
freedom flows through Myanmar. Muzzled during 50 years of dictatorship, journalists arenʼt 
silent anymore. In just one year, the change has been immense. An article on freedom of 
speech in a country which is evolving at an unheard of pace. 
 
This year, Myanmarʼs gloomy prisons hold no more journalists. “But with one boot kick, the army 
can still topple everything”, fears U Nine Nine, a member of the National League for Democracy 
(NLD), based in the former capital, Yangon. Around him, in the partyʼs offices, which until recently 
were closed to the public, members read newspapers and talk, as they do every morning. Like 
many of them, U Nine Nine was incarcerated in the notorious Insein prison for campaigning 
alongside Nobel Peace Prize recipient, Aung San Suu Kyi. His ordeal lasted seventeen years. 
“Myanmar is not a democracy”, says the man at present assisting the current 280 political prisoners. 
“According to the law, the military has the right to lead a coup if it considers the country to be in 
danger. You will not find this type of Constitution anywhere else!” 
 
Ranked number 151 out of 179 in freedom of the press, Myanmar is one of those countries where 
journalists may spend several years in prison because of a word or a photo. A thing of the past? A 
few blocks away, in the editorial office of the "Myanmar Times", todayʼs headlines accurately tell of 
ethnic conflicts raging in the north of the country ; a subject that was taboo only a few months ago. 
“This is the closing of a chapter”, explains the journalist, San Oo. “Until the end of the press 
censorship last August, journalists went to prison for addressing topics such as this one. Moreover, 
before each issue, a complete copy had to be sent to the censorship office. With a flick of red pen, 
articles would disappear and titles would change, sometimes leaving only half of the original 
content.” 
 
The end of censorship brings high hopes for the profession. Access to blogs and other news 
websites have been restored. Journalists are returning from exile and multiple newspapers are 
being created. “Look at this countdown”, says with excitement Ko Zaw Myint, the editor in chief of 
the "Myanmar Times" pointing to a number on the wall written in chalk. “On April 1st 2013, our team 
will launch the first independent daily newspaper since 1964! This happens only a year after Aung 
San Suu Kyiʼs face made the cover of a local publication for the first time.” 
 
Despite their smiles, a sword still dangles above the journalistʼs heads. Their licenses can be 
revoked at any time if what they write projects a “negative image of the state”. They can also be 
prosecuted for just doing their job. The profession is still monitored. Also in this article some 
journalist testify under false names. Fear, a remnant of fifty years of dictatorship, is a difficult enemy 
to kill.  
 
“The past cannot be erased overnight”, says Ma Thanegi, author and Aung San Suu Kyiʻs previous 
right-hand woman. “But what is certain is that we've come too far and there is no turning back.” 
 

The pictures can be found on the website: 
http://www.carolinechapeaux.com/yangon 
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